The Campfire talk

Go back to the days when you went camping with your family, or at least imagine camping with your family. After a long day of hiking, you all sat around the campfire toasting marshmallows and drinking hot chocolate – and telling ghost stories. The stories were usually exciting, but they were always scary or entertaining. And they were all worth listening to. 

Your assignment will be to tell an entertaining story around the campfire to the class. Bring a mug to class if you’d like some hot chocolate, and we’ll top the cups of steamy hot deliciousness with a marshmallow. Your story should have a beginning, a middle, and an end. It should be told with great excitement and voice. You should know when you are going to pause; you should be able to give wonderfully frightening eye contact to the class or use compelling gestures. Have speech notes written down before you talk. You can read off them if you want, and I will collect them as part of your grade when you’re finished.

Of course you’ll be reading in a darkened room, holding a flashlight under your face for emphasis (if you are trying to scare us).
How long should these stories be? One that lasts between 3 and 5 minutes would be sufficient. Any shorter, and you probably haven’t mastered the exciting, story-telling level; any longer, and your audience could be bored. Gestures and sound effects, of course, will help. The dog snarled, like this; the door creaked, like this. The creature was this tiny.

Pauses. Inflection. Volume. Eye contact. Voices. Sound effects.
You’re telling a story, acting the story, and entertaining your audience. Keep it clean, no props are necessary, and humor is welcome. When you’re in the audience, of course, you pay rapt attention, laughing, sighing, crying, or gasping when appropriate.

Entertain us! Have fun!

