
Sample Body Paragraphs for Research Paper 

Thesis:  (for context only – this student had a different research prompt, so do not use this 

as a model for your thesis statement) 

William Blake’s “The Tyger” illustrates people’s unyielding quest to discover truth, as 

shown through the poem’s contemplation of religion’s purpose, the symbolic contrast between 

innocence and experience, and the unique comparison of admirable and intimidated tones. 

Exemplar Body Paragraphs: 

 Mixture of quotes from text (in this case, a poem; in your case, a novel) AND 

research 

 Analysis discusses literary devices AND ideas 

 Everything mentioned supports the thesis 

 

Blake maximizes historical context to question what type of being would create 

something as admirable and vicious the tiger and, symbolically, the French people. In a time 

surrounded by the blood and gore of the French Revolution, Blake associates creation with evil 

more so than good.  Blake’s experiences with the French Revolution impacted his beliefs and 

writing, forcing him to confront society as it existed and determine whether or not the people in 

it were good or evil.  The speaker in the poem addresses the tiger directly, asking about the “fire 

of thine eyes” and notices he is “burning bright” (Blake 1; 21).  Volatile imagery that is both 

powerful and terrifying dominate the tiger’s physical description.  Blake’s tiger symbolizes the 

potentially vicious part of human nature, likely because he wrote the poem “during the Reign of 

Terror, the violence of which must have tempered his enthusiasm somewhat” (Napierkowski).  

Even though Blake was typically Romantic and optimistic, he pushes his readers to think that the 

creator may have evil intentions through his loaded symbolism.  By channeling the Romantic 

ideals of being imaginative and emotional, Blake shows how religion can be divided into two 

very different sides of good or evil. Although he does not ignore the good side of religion, the 

reality of the French Revolution forces him to focus on the negative side.  Seeking truth in 

religious beliefs is a common theme in Romantic literature:  “Religion insists that however 



Sample Body Paragraphs for Research Paper 

mixed good and bad may be in this world, there are eternally only heaven and hell … Hence the 

duty of the imaginative man is to force the issue and compel decisions” (Frye 61).  As a 

Romantic poet, Blake avidly questioned the creater of society and the rules it contained, and 

even though he alluded to both God and the Devil, the essential point was to be found in truth. 

Blake creates contrast about the positive and negative aspects of religion in order to 

emphasize the importance of finding truth one’s own truth in religion. His carefully orchestrated 

poem creates a symbolic discussion on whether good or evil (God or the Devil) is responsible for 

creating the beautiful tiger:  “What immortal hand or eye, / Dare frame thy fearful symmetry?” 

(Blake 3-4).  Using solemn diction such as “dare” and “fearful,” Blake injects weighty 

importance to the topic of finding out the truth about the tiger’s origin.  The fact that the speaker 

of the poem can even question the tiger’s origin implies that Blake values open-mindedness and 

scoffs at the idea of religion being the only source of answers.  The contrasting ideas about 

religion are furthered with allusions to both heaven and hell: “The images of ‘deeps’ and ‘skies’ 

indicate theological expressions for Hell and Heaven… it suggests that either God or the Devil, or 

both, could have been responsible for creation” (Kher 272). Blake’s answer leans towards the 

Devil or some evil being, as seen through the repeated allusions to Lucifer, who is an angel who 

fell from God’s and is considered to be Christ’s opposite.  The overall contrast of religion being 

equally treated as positive and negative throughout the poem emphasizes Blake’s belief that 

effort should be put forth to find out the truth about the creator’s intentions. 

 


