
Novel Tests:  Analysis 

Samples
Especially to gauge length!



Float like a butterfly; sting like a bee.

 Stay focused on analysis (“The 6y elements”), and let the rest 
go.

 Float to the next quote; sting the analysis; float to the next quote; 
sting the analysis; float to the next quote….

 This is a timed assessment and is scored as such.  

 If I can see the complexity, or if you imply a second literary device, I’ll 
give it to you.  If you have a minor spelling or punctuation error, it 
won’t hurt your score.  

 Remember to think of this as a “Racehorse Exam” – it is 
designed to assess that you can manage your time AND 
analyze deeply.

 Part of the exam is your management of its design.



Ceremony

#10

Following his finding of the cattle, Tayo watches “the sun 

rise, he let the mare graze, park of the cycle of 

restoration.”  The symbolism of the rising sun and the 

grazing mare represents rebirth and the nourishment that 

comes with it.  In his journey, “Gathering the spotted cattle 

was only one color of sand falling from his fingertips.” 

Gathering cattle being a metaphor for sand painting links 

Tayo firmly into Native culture, highlighting Silko’s theme 

that in accepting one’s roots, one is reborn.



Ceremony

#10
Following his finding of Josiah’s cattle, Tayo watches “the sun rise, he 

let the mare graze, park of the cycle of restoration.”  The symbolism of 
the rising sun and the grazing mare represents rebirth and the 

nourishment that comes with it.  In his journey, “Gathering the spotted 

cattle was only one color of sand falling from his fingertips.” Gathering 

cattle being a metaphor for sand painting links Tayo firmly into Native 

culture, highlighting Silko’s theme that in accepting one’s roots, one is 

reborn.

Stats:  4 sentences; 83 words

Context

Analysis Verb

Literary Devices (2)

Evidence (2)

Author’s name

Complexity 

Theme/synonym of it

Theme

Noteworthy:  The complexity in this 

analysis also comes in with the 

choice the literary devices, 

especially the analysis of 

symbolism and the clear 

connection of that analysis to the 

theme.



Wide Sargasso Sea

#5

Antionette continues to explore life with Rochester and 

show him more of her home.  Rhys’ simile of Antionette’s

phrase going on “like a warning I did not choose to hear” 

emphasizes Rochester’s desire to maintain his illusionment

of their relationship.  Antionette’s mocking repetition of 

“England” serves to reveal her inability to believe in such a 

place and her failure to connect with Rochester.  This 

further advances Rhys’ idea that understanding cannot be 

formed with different dreams.



Wide Sargasso Sea

#5
Antionette continues to explore life with Rochester and show him more 

of her home.  Rhys’ simile of Antionette’s phrase going on “like a 
warning I did not choose to hear” emphasizes Rochester’s desire to 

maintain his illusionment of their relationship.  Antionette’s mocking 

repetition of “England” serves to reveal her inability to believe in such 

a place and her failure to connect with Rochester.  This further 

advances Rhys’ idea that understanding cannot be formed with 

different dreams.

Stats:  4 sentences; 76 words

Context

Analysis Verb

Literary Devices (2)

Evidence (2)

Author’s name

Complexity 

Theme/synonym of it

Theme

Noteworthy:  The underlined 

sentence is key to this analysis.  It 

links the author, literary devices, 

evidence, and analysis to the 

theme quite clearly and starts to 

build complexity. 



Their Eyes Were Watching God

#3

At this point, Janie is telling Phoebe about Joe’s character 

once he becomes mayor.  This quote includes a chiasmus 

in “they bowed down to him rather because all of these 

things, and then again he was all of these things because 

they bowed down.”  This paradoxical statement serves to 

reflect Hurston’s belief that the illusion of power and 

superiority is often fabricated by one who simply desires it, 

yet maintained by those who fail to be aware of it.  Janie 

transcends this power cycle, but Joe and the people of 

the village do not.



Their Eyes Were Watching God

#3
At this point, Janie is telling Phoebe about Joe’s character once he 

becomes mayor.  This quote includes a chiasmus in “they bowed 

down to him rather because all of these things, and then again he was 

all of these things because they bowed down.” This paradoxical 

statement serves to reflect Hurston’s belief that the illusion of power 

and superiority is often fabricated by one who simply desires it, yet

maintained by those who fail to be aware of it.  Janie transcends this 

power cycle, but Joe and the people of the village do not.

Stats:  4 sentences; 94 words

Context

Analysis Verb

Literary Devices (2)

Evidence (2)

Author’s name

Complexity 

Theme/synonym of it

Theme

Noteworthy:  Yes, this one only has 

one piece of evidence, but it 

serves to literary devices and a 

complex theme perfectly.  The final 

sentence contextualizes the theme 

statement helpfully by bringing it 

back to Janie and her story.


