Let’s Get It Started in Here!

Giving a Motivational Speech

This week you’ll be giving another type of persuasive speech to the class:  a motivational speech.  You may want to have the class pretend to be a different type of audience.  If that’s the case, tell us before you start.  Here are some tips to help you plan an inspiring piece.

General Traits of an Effective Motivational Speech:

· Earn the right to give the speech

· You must want to give the speech

· You must have a strong opinion regarding the topic at hand

· Suit the content of the speech to your audience

More Specifically:

1. In order to be asked to give a motivational speech, you should be qualified to talk about the topic.  Pick something you know and have experienced.  Have you ever had to pump up some teammates in a difficult game?  Have you had to convince a younger sibling to cooperate with you?  Have you had to motivate your parents to do something for you?  Have you had to motivate your friends to join you in an activity they are reluctant to do?  (Please make sure your topic is school appropriate, though!)

2. Just as important as the topic is the drive you put into delivering your motivational speech. You must really want to give the speech. It should be very passionate! Deliver the speech as if it’s the last speech you’ll ever give. Engulf yourself in the scenes described in your talk. Cry during the sad parts, laugh during the funny sections, growl at parts that arouse anger. Don’t just recite your speech… live it!

3. Your opinion regarding the topic of your speech will decide its outcome even before the speech starts. Giving a motivational speech on something that bores you will pass on to the audience. And believe me, they can tell how you really feel about the topic even when you give a performance worthy of an Oscar. Probably not during the speech itself, but sooner or later, they will know.  

4. Relate the speech topic to the personal lives of the audience; know where your audience is right now and relate to them or empathize with their current circumstances.

5. Then, help the audience see why they should move their thinking and try to change their actions.

6. Finally, help them see what their changed life/situation will look like.  Your speech should paint the picture with vivid imagery so that the audience can visualize a better, changed experience.
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