Motivational or Spoken Word Speech Rubric Name:
               Pd:         Speech Topic

	
	Excellent 

10 pts
	Very Good

8 pts
	Good

6 pts
	Fair 

4 pts
	Poor

0 pts

	Content

(doubled)
	Speech is content-driven and shows substantial evidence that the student did research and prepared ahead of time.

Accomplishes the purpose of the motivation speech well:  based on right, conveys passion, targeted toward audience, uses pathos and ethos (not logos) and helps audience visualize expected outcome (reward).
	Speech is content-driven and shows evidence that the student did research and prepared ahead of time.

Accomplishes the purpose of the motivation speech:  based on right, conveys passion, targeted toward audience, uses pathos and ethos (not logos) and helps audience visualize expected outcome (reward).
	Speech is mostly content-driven and shows some evidence that the student did research and prepared ahead of time.

Tries to accomplish the purpose of the motivation speech:  based on right, conveys passion, targeted toward audience, uses pathos and ethos (not logos) and helps audience visualize expected outcome (reward).
	Speech is somewhat content-driven but shows little evidence that the student did research and prepared ahead of time.

Does not accomplish the purpose of the motivation speech:  based on right, conveys passion, targeted toward audience, uses pathos and ethos (not logos) and helps audience visualize expected outcome (reward).
	Speech is not content-driven and seems like the student threw it together right before class.

Does not accomplish any aspects of the motivation speech:  based on right, conveys passion, targeted toward audience, uses pathos and ethos (not logos) and helps audience visualize expected outcome (reward).

	Organization
	The speech has a very strong beginning, middle, and end, and details are logically placed to support the overall message.
	The speech has a strong beginning, middle, and end, and details are logically placed to support the overall message.
	The speech has a beginning, middle, and end, and details are somewhat logically placed to support the overall message.
	The speech has a beginning, middle, and end, but details are a bit scattered or difficult to follow.
	The speech is scattered and difficult to follow.

	Preparation
	The speaker moves through the speech without stumbling or getting lost.  

No um, er, but, like, or uh.

Most of the speech is memorized, and it’s evident that the speaker practiced.

Notes are thorough.

Lasts 4-6 minutes.
	The speaker moves through the speech without stumbling or getting lost.  

A couple um, er, but, like, or uh.

Some of the speech is memorized, and it’s evident that the speaker practiced.

Notes are thorough.

Lasts 4-6 minutes.
	The speaker moves through the speech with only a few stumbles.  

Some um, er, but, like, or uh.

None of the speech is memorized, but it’s evident that the speaker practiced a little.

Notes not very thorough.

Lasts longer or shorter than time.
	The speaker moves through the speech with several stumbles.  

Many um, er, but, like, or uhs.
None of the speech is memorized, and it’s evident that the speaker did not practice.

Missing notes.

Last too long or too short; bores audience.
	The speaker stumbles and gets lost often, and it’s obvious no practicing was done ahead of time.



	Projection

(doubled)
	The speaker is easy to hear and successfully uses a variety of volumes for effect.
	The speaker is easy to hear and attempts using a variety of volumes for effect.
	The speaker is easy to hear most of the time.
	The speaker is easy to hear some of the time.
	The speaker can’t be heard or understood.

	Confidence / Poise
	The speaker stands up straight and is balanced on both feet, head held high, hands out of pockets, and appears comfortable with information.

Conveys passion and enthusiasm.
	The speaker stands up straight and is balanced on both feet, head held high, and seems mostly comfortable.

Conveys some passion and enthusiasm.
	The speaker stands up straight and is balanced on both feet but seems somewhat comfortable, maybe really nervous.

Tries to convey passion or enthusiasm.
	The speaker stands on one foot or leans excessively and    seems so nervous that it distracts.

Cannot convey passion or enthusiasm.


	The speaker stands on one foot or leans excessively or is so nervous that doesn’t finish.

Doesn’t even try to be passionate.



	Diction / Inflection

(doubled)
	Every word spoken is clear and easy to understand, and the speaker uses a variety of vocal pitches and tempos to successfully achieve effects.

Strong variation in pacing with dramatic pauses that heighten effect.
	Every word spoken is clear and easy to understand, and the speaker attempts to use a variety of vocal pitches and tempos to achieve effects.

Some variation in pacing with pauses.
	Every word spoken is clear and easy to understand.  A few pauses or tempo shifts are awkward but overall okay.


	Most words spoken are clear and easy to understand.

Several pauses are awkward, or too fast/slow in delivery.

No attempted pauses for effect.
	The speaker mumbles or is difficult to understand.

	Body Language / Eye Contact
	Hand and arm gestures are used effectively, and the speaker makes eye contact with everyone in the room at some point during the speech.  The audience is more engaged through the speaker’s physical movement and proximity.
	Hand and arm gestures are used somewhat effectively, and the speaker makes eye contact with almost everyone in the room at some point during the speech.  The audience is engaged through the speaker’s physical movement and proximity.
	Hand and arm gestures are used, and the speaker attempts to make eye contact with some people in the room at some point during the speech.  
	Hand and arm gestures are not used or are distracting, and the speaker makes few attempts to make eye contact.  

Physical movement and proximity make audience uncomfortable.
	Hand and arm gestures are not used or are very distracting, and the speaker never looks up.  
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