
1. Pick up your 
assignments.

2. Update grade 
sheet.

3. File 
assignments.

Writing Timed Essay Revision 20

Reading Donne Annotations 10



College Essay
(Or Scholarship Essay)

Check out Hamlet and bookmarks!

Remember:  Unit 1 Vocab Test and sentences due this Friday!

Day 1



Parameters

 Choose a prompt from the Common App 

or bring a prompt for a scholarship 

application.

 250-650 words

 Rubric on my website

 Due to Turnitin by 11:59 pm Sunday, 9 September.

◦ Mini-lesson and computer time tomorrow (Thursday).

◦ VocabTest and computer time Friday.



Common App Prompts

 1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they 
believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then 
please share your story.

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. 
Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and 
what did you learn from the experience?

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted 
your thinking? What was the outcome?

4. Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an 
intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma - anything that is of personal 
importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took 
or could be taken to identify a solution.

5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal 
growth and a new understanding of yourself or others.

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track 
of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn 
more?

 7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one 
that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design.



Don’t fall into these tempting 

clichés:
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fMep4awMYMY



Think of yourself as an ice burg…

 … and your 
application is just the 
tip of the ice burg.

 Your goal with the 
essay is to give a your 
readers a glimpse of 
the whole ice burg, 
the real you, a part of 
you that the rest of 
your application may 
miss.



Jot down 3-4 

“below the 

surface” parts of 

your identity.



Consider lessons “earned”

 What life lessons have you truly earned?  

(Learned the hard way.)

 Jot down 2-3 lessons “earned.”



Consider core values

 Remember “what you bring to the table” 

in AP Lit.

 What will you bring to the table in a 

college setting?  

 Jot down 2-3 values and connections you 

have to them.



Crowd Source

 Gallery Walk

 Read folks’ jot thoughts.

 Put a checkmark beside the top TWO 

that you’d be most interested in reading 

about.



By tomorrow -

 Choose your topic.



Resources:

◦ https://www.commonapp.org/whats-

appening/application-updates/2018-2019-

common-application-essay-prompts

◦ https://www.thoughtco.com/common-

application-essay-prompts-788383

Common App prompts and parameters (for the app):

Prompt-specific tips and samples:

https://www.commonapp.org/whats-appening/application-updates/2018-2019-common-application-essay-prompts
https://www.thoughtco.com/common-application-essay-prompts-788383


Day 2



Pinpoint the “climax”

 From your chosen topic, pinpoint the 

climax, the crux, the tipping point.

 Write it down.



Create Images

 From that pinpointed moment, 

brainstorm at least five images:

◦ Sight

◦ Smell

◦ Taste

◦ Sound

◦ Touch



1.  Start with the most exciting

 Fill in the necessary gaps

◦ Your readers are human too.  They don’t need 
the pedantic; they do need enough to 
understand the gist.

 EXPOUND on the unique.

◦ What did that vista do to your heart?

◦ What did your mother’s voice sound like on 
the phone?

◦ What did your sister’s breath smell like when 
she told you the truth?



2.  Connect to a lesson/moral/value

 From this exciting moment, generalize to 
the big picture quickly.

 By the end of the second paragraph (at 
the latest), your reader needs an inkling of 
WHY you are telling this story.  

◦ Why does this matter to the college?

◦ What will your experience do to benefit the 
college/campus life/classroom dynamics?

◦ How does this experience make you the 
perfect fit for their program of study?



3.  Go full circle

 Even though ___ was really hard, it 

prepared me for ___.

 While I never planned on ___, my life 

changed for the better because ___.

 Without ___ in my life, I wouldn’t be the 

___ person I am today.


