
Novel Research Paper

Checkpoints 2 & 3



Checkpoint 2

• “Working” Works Cited

• List sources in MLA format

• At least 7 sources (one of  which is the novel)

• A paragraph under each source explaining its merits with regard to your paper (your 

thought piece ideas)



Checkpoint 3

• “Working” thesis and “working” outline

• Thesis 

• word-for-word

• Coherent sentence

• Outline of  ideas

• Words, phrases, questions, whatever you’ve got!



I. Start with Roman numerals

A. Indent to include subtopics

B. Every indentation needs at least two 
ideas

1. Every “A” needs a “B”

2. Every “1” needs a “2”

3. You can absolutely have more than three 
ideas per subtopic

a. The next step here is a lowercase letter

b. After this you’d use lowercase Roman 
numerals if  you need them

II. Include specifics if  you have them, but 
the main thing here is organization.  
How will you organize these ideas so that they 
flow?



Outline

I. “Working” thesis word-for-word

II. Idea 1 (probably from your thought piece)

A. Important details from origin story

B. Connections to novel/author/historical context

1. Page numbers if  you have them

2. Resource tidbits if  you have them

III. Idea 2 (probably from your thought piece)



I don’t know where to start…

• Answer two parts of  the prompt in order.

• Pinpoint the novel’s existence; work chronologically.

LIFE



“That the powerful play goes on and you may contribute a verse.”

LIFE

• What was Salinger’s verse?  What was Hurston’s verse?  What was Rhys’ verse?





“That the powerful play goes on and you may contribute a verse.”

• What events lead Salinger/Hurston/Rhys to write this novel?

• Zoom out, then zoom in.

• Start with the origin story and a theme (hate, goals, truth, power…)

• Zoom in to historical context/author biography/literary movements

• What was Salinger’s verse?  What was Hurston’s verse?  What was Rhys’ verse?

• How did they communicate it?

• Literary Criticism

• Literary Lenses

• Why does it matter today?

• Independently drawn correlations

LIFE
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