
Character Archetypes
with Bronte’s  Jane Eyre

- and -

Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings





Archetype Context

• Archetypes stem from 
research done by Swiss 
psychologist Carl Jung 
who maintained that the 
stories we as humans 
connect with best 
resonate with a universal 
idea that we all 
understand because of a 
collective unconscious.



Archetype Context

• Carl Jung, and later 
Joseph Campbell, 
specifically studied 
world cultures (and 
their literature or 
stories) and found 
striking similarities 
in those tales, 
supporting the 
archetype theory.



There’s only one story…

• And it gets told and retold with varying settings, 
details, and contexts.

According to the archetype theory -



Function of an Archetype

• The use of archetypical characters and situations 
gives a literary work a universal acceptance, as 
readers identify the characters and situations in 
their social and cultural context.  

• By using common archetype, the writers attempt 
to impart realism to their works, as the 
situations and characters are drawn from the 
experiences of the world.



Character Archetypes

• Describe the role or function 
a character plays in a work.

• Original models of a 
particular way a character 
behaves

• (There can be other types of 
archetypes including 
situational and symbolic)



Jung and Campbell would say…

• those similarities are inevitable because all 
humans have similar “brain velcro” for stories, 
and that stories that follow archetypical 
examples make more sense to us humans and 
stick with us longer.



What follows here…

• is a list of common archetypes, many of which 
stem from Jung’s work.

▫ This is not an exhaustive list!  As you consider 
your paper, it is an exceptional idea for you to 
notice your own version of an archetype and 
explore it further.



1.  The Hero
• The hero’s purpose is to serve and sacrifice.

• May or may not have superpowers.

• In some way “special” or unique

• Can be known as the “Chosen One”.

Frodo



2.  The Mentor

• The mentor serves as a teacher and guide. 

• Trains the hero to overcome obstacles 

throughout their journey.

• Gives gifts to the hero to help him or her 

succeed.

Sam



3.  The Threshold Guardian

• Threshold guardians serve to test.

• Provide obstacles the hero must pass in order to 

complete his or her adventure.

• Can be good (well-meaning parents) or bad.

The Nazgul



4.  The Herald

• The herald announces the challenge that 

begins the hero on his or her journey, and 

provides a warning to help assist the hero 

along the way.

Gandolf



5.  The Shape-Shifter

• The shape-shifter serves to question and 

deceive.

• His/her loyalty is always in question.

• Brings doubt and suspense to a story.

• Can change from good  bad OR bad  good.

Smeagol
/Gollum



6.  The Shadow

• The shadow serves to destroy.

• His or her actions show the hero which roads 

not to take.

• Not always pure evil.

Saroman Boromir



7.  The Trickster

• The trickster serves to disrupt.

• Provides comic relief (humor).

• Plays tricks & promotes chaos.

• Tricks can be harmless/mischievous OR cruel.

Merry & Pippin



8.  The Mother Figure

• Such a character may be represented as Fairy 
Mother who guides and directs a child

• Mother Earth who contacts people and offers 
spiritual and emotional nourishment

• Stepmother who treats their stepchildren 
roughly.

Galadriel



9.  The Maiden

• Usually a young female in need of rescuing

• Represent purity, innocence, naivety

Arwen



There are more!

• And one character can fulfill more than one!

• And not all stories contain them all!



Q:  What do I do with this information?

• A:  Start planning your essay!

• Start focusing on one character now, and take 
notes about traits that character has that remind 
you of other characters.

• These notes can grow into your archetype 
description that you’ll set forth in a thesis.



Resources

• http://www.chartgeek.com/jungian-archetypes-
2/

• http://infographicjournal.com/whats-your-
brand-archetype/

• http://literarydevices.net/archetype/

• https://bookriot.com/2016/01/28/myer-briggs-
types-202-fictional-characters/

Check out these charts for more ideas and examples of archetypes:

http://www.chartgeek.com/jungian-archetypes-2/
http://infographicjournal.com/whats-your-brand-archetype/
http://literarydevices.net/archetype/
https://bookriot.com/2016/01/28/myer-briggs-types-202-fictional-characters/


Assignment Details



Research Example

• from How to Read Literature like a Professor by 
Thomas C. Foster


