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Paragraph 2 

Step 1: Main Point 1 

 Rewrite your main point 1.  Get this sentence from the “3 Main Points” worksheet (not your thesis). 
example:   The narrator is ashamed of Doodle and is cruel to him. 

Step 2:  Evidence 

 Include a quote from the story (use your “3 Main Points” worksheet as a guide.) 

 Direct quotes cannot stand alone.  Add some of your own words before or after the quote to embed it. 

 Remember the parenthetical citation. 
example: When Doodle is old enough to express his desires, he cries to be with the narrator.  The narrator appeases his mother’s request and 

“[drags] him across the cotton field to share the beauty” (Hurst 391). 

Evidence: 
 
 
 
 

Step 3:  Analyze 

 Tie the quote or paraphrase (from Step 2) back to your main point and theme statement. 

 Relate your quote to a literary term (other than theme).  Use your 3 Main Points worksheet to help. 
example:   Since the narrator “dragged” Doodle, he was being harsh and mean to his little brother.  As the protagonist in the story, the 

narrator’s views are taking on the larger representation of society as a whole, reflecting how society shames those who are unique.   

Analyze: 
 
 
 
 

Step 4:  Evidence: 

 Include a quote from the story (use your “3 Main Points” worksheet as a guide.) 

 Direct quotes cannot stand alone.  Add some of your own words before or after the quote. 

 Remember the parenthetical citation. 
example: The narrators mistreatment of his brother continues when he decides to leave Doodle in a storm:  “The knowledge that our plans had 

come to nothing was bitter, and that streak of cruelty within me awakened” (Hurst 394).   

Evidence: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Main Point 1: 
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Step 5:  Analyze 

 Tie the quote or paraphrase (from Step 4) back to your main point and theme statement. 

 Relate your quote to a literary term (other than theme).  Use your 3 Main Points worksheet to help. 
example:   The narrator leaves Doodle behind, even though he knows Doodle can’t keep up, and he even classifies his treatment of 

Doodle as “cruelty.”  The narrator lacks compassion for Doodle, and the first person point of view limits the readers understanding of Doodle’s 

potential because his older brother only sees him as a burden. 

Analyze: 
 
 
 
 

Step 6:  Rewrite 

As you, rewrite your body paragraph below, make sure it flows. 
example: The narrator is ashamed of Doodle and is cruel to him.  When Doodle is old enough to express his desires, he cries to be with the 

narrator.  The narrator appeases his mother’s request and “[drags] him across the cotton field to share the beauty” (Hurst 391 Since the 

narrator “dragged” Doodle, he was being harsh and mean to his little brother.  As the protagonist in the story, the narrator’s views force to 

reader to relate to the temptation of being cruel to those who are different, and here Hurst is reflecting how society shames those who are 

unique.  The narrator’s mistreatment of his brother continues when he decides to leave Doodle in a storm:  “The knowledge that our plans had 

come to nothing was bitter, and that streak of cruelty within me awakened” (Hurst 394).  The narrator leaves Doodle behind, even though he 

knows Doodle can’t keep up, and he even classifies his treatment of Doodle as “cruelty.”  The narrator lacks compassion for Doodle, and the 

first person point of view limits the readers understanding of Doodle’s potential because his older brother only sees him as a burden. 
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